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Sheffield Olympic Legacy Park update briefing
SOUTH YORKSHIRE AND BASSETLAW
INTEGRATED CARE SYSTEM
Health Executive Group
9th February 2021

1. Purpose
This briefing updates Health Executive Group members on the planned developments at the
Sheffield Olympic Legacy Park following a virtual conference with stakeholders on 26 January
2021.
2. Sheffield Olympic Legacy Park update
Major health care, regeneration and sporting projects were announced for the Sheffield Olympic
Legacy Park (SOLP) on 26th January 2021. The plans were unveiled at a virtual conference
attended by over 150 national and regional figures across health and wellbeing, politics, property
and investment, business and sport.
The SOLP builds from the legacy of Sheffield’s involvement in sport, with the site hosting the 1991
World Student Games. Flagship developments in the new plan include a National Centre for Child
Health Technology and a diagnostic imagery research hub.
The planned National Centre for Child Health Technology (CCHT) will be the ﬁrst of its kind in the
world, and will position the UK as a global leader in paediatrics and child health. The Centre will
develop technology to address key national strategic priorities in child health including childhood
obesity, child and adolescent mental health, long term conditions and prevention.
It brings together expertise from academia, elite sport, the NHS, and public and private sector
organizations to create a cluster of life sciences assets including research centres, business
incubators, educational facilities and laboratories for collaborative research and innovation in
health and wellbeing.
A new Community Arena is also planned and will be home to a new, world-class diagnostic
imaging lab and research centre for Canon Medical Systems Europe. The centre will deliver a
state-of-the-art research hub for product development including AI (Artificial Intelligence) that
promises to transform the speed and accuracy of diagnostics for the NHS. The new Community
Arena will also provide community basketball facilities and become the new home of Sheffield
Sharks Basketball Team.
A forward investment Master Plan is estimated to generate over 5,600 jobs and aims to ensure the
Park will play a major role in the post-pandemic and post-Brexit economy of Sheffield and the
Sheffield City Region.
A year ago, Sheffield Hallam University’s £14m Advanced Wellbeing Research Centre (AWRC)
opened at the heart of Sheffield Olympic Legacy Park. It features world-class facilities for multidisciplinary researchers to carry out research on health and physical activity in collaboration with
the private sector, charities and the community, with a focus on taking services and products from
concept to market.
2

The SOLP will be able to be utilised by the NHS, academic partners and sports and fitness
industries. It complements the existing research and excellence centre framework in Sheffield,
including the Advanced Manufacturing Research Centre, the Centre of Excellence for Food
Engineering and the Advanced Wellbeing Research Centre (SHU). It also presents a huge
opportunity for local communities, particularly those living in the surrounding areas of East
Sheffield to thrive with excellent transport links via the tram, M1 and the canal to provide a green
link to the city centre.
To read more, go to: https://sheffieldolympiclegacypark.co.uk/latest-news/plans-revealedfor-over-200m-of-investment-on-olympic-legacy-site/
3. Recommendations
HEG members are asked to note the update.
Paper prepared by Helen Stevens-Jones
On behalf of Andrew Cash
Date 28th January 2021
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